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“The Deadly Breach in Badgerdom.

The Hon. RoBERT MaARION LA FoL-
. LEPTE, Governor of Wisconsin and boss
of its Republican party, is the most stir-
ring statesman of the Northwest. He is
the bane of corporations, so far as the
sons of BELIAL in the Legislature will
permit, His heart beats for the “great
common people” and the great uncom-
mon LA FOLLETTE. Some of our most
‘thoughtful sociologists hold that Ia
FOLLRTTE is the Badger PINGREE. Whose
fame can climb higher than that?

Faithful to his high duty of insuring
.the supremacy of Virtue and LA For-
LETTE, the Governor has been support-
ing his administration this week. He
held a State convention. He kept a big
batch of the Hon. JoHN C. SPOONER'S
delegates out of it. He fenced out the
ungodly and nominated himself. LA
FOLLBTTE knows a good administration
when he sees it. He has indorsed him-
self enthusiastically.

The Republican foes of LA FOLLETTE
bave had the impudence to hold a con-
vention, a bolters’' convention, nominate
a State ticket and elect an anti-Follette
delegation to the Chicago convention.

Senator QUARLES, Senator SPOONER,
Congressman JOE BABCOCK, all opposed

"to the illustrious Governor, all on bolting

bent, are only indirectly amenable to
Federal discipline. The case of Post-
master-General PAYNE is different. As
a part of the Administration, he commita
the sin of “irregularity,” of unfaithful-
ness to the “regular” nominees in Wis-
consin. But his offence is much more
than that. Governor LA FOLLETTE rep-
resents what may be called the Republi-
can New Thought. His philosophy of
taxation, his notions of property, his
theories of corporations, are of the ad-
vanced type. In many respects he
must be regarded as the most brilliant
pupil or precursor of the Rooseveltian
schogl of political economy.

14/is not becoming that Mr. RoOSE-
vELT's Postmaster-General should be

_-dntrue to Mr. ROOSEVELT'S master or

disciple. Mr. PAYNE should be dis-
ciplined by private or public admonition
or otherwise. But is there no remedy
for this Wisconsin rupture? Cannot the
President interfere authoritatively? The
name of the Hon. ROBERT MARION LA
FOLLETTE has often occurred to thinkers
in Wisconsin and elsewhere as that of a
fit candidate for Vice-President

Port Arthur.

As there now seems to be no doubt |
that the Japanese eventually will take |
Port Arthur, either by assault or through !
investment by land and sea, it is worth
while to consider the strategic value of
the naval fortress and the obsm(-les‘
that its assailants must surmount,

The situation of the Liio-tung penin-
sula i8 by this time well known. It pro-
{gzh in a southwesterly direction from

Manchurian mainland, and is in-
dented by several bays, two of which,
Kin-chau Bay and Hand Bay, an inlet
of Ta-lien Bay, nearly meet, being sepa-
rated by an isthmus less than two miles
wide. Below this neck the peninsula
widens again, and on its eastern shore
are Dalny and Port Arthur. The latter
harbor is a circular bay two miles long
from east to west and a mile from north
to south. It is surrounded by high hills.
Its sole entrance on the south side is
through a narrow channel, guarded at
the southwestern end by a couple of
dangerous reefs and protected against

e bad weather by a tongue of rocky land,

known as the Tiger's Tail, running diag-
onally across its northern extremity.
Within the headlands of the harbor are
severa! bays, at esent shallow and
almost useless, but waich, had the con-
templated cdredging been thoroughly
cairied outl, would have added materially
to the small area of deep water which
now exists, The width of the en-
tranoce in its broadest part is but little
meore than 300 yards, while the deep
water channel, a three to five fathoms
passage, is not mere than 500 feet wide.
The lack of space rendera it extremely
diffioult, even in peace times, for any
veése] over 300 feet in length to enter or
leave the harbor. It is obvious that the
obstructions of such an entrance would
be a practicable task, and there seems
to bé nodoubt that it has been performed
by the Japanese, so far as the Russian
war vessels are concerned, except, per-
haps, torpedo boats and torpedo de-
stroyers.

It ie undisputed that, strategically,
the position which Port Arthur occupies
1s of great importance to a power dom-
inant at sea, ginee it commands, so far
¢s & Jand fortress can, the Gulfs of Pe-
chi-li and Liao-tung on the west, and the
Bay of Corea on the east. On the other
liand, the land communications are very
defective, and from the Bay of Kin-chau
in the Liao-tung Gulf, or from an ad-
jacent inlet in the Bay of Corea, it is
egsy, as the Japanese have demonstrated,
Lo hold the railway under such a fire that

‘ny use of it would be impossible. From
the mement that Russia had to renounce
the hope of ascendancy at sea, the reten-
tion of Port Arthur was recommended
solely fi#fm the viewpoint of prestige.
l'he attempt to hold it must seriously
cloud the prospects of Russia's land
forceg in Manchuria. We presume that
nomilitary expert who surveys the situa-

on exclusively from a military, and |

not from a sentimental point of view,

2ils to approve of the plan attributed to

(ien. KOUROPATKIN, the plan, namely,

that Russia should withdraw her soldiera
"\

¥

il »
’

to the shores of Lake Badikal, and there
reorganize and reinforce them for & for-
ward movement. Almost all professional
soldiers who have discussed the pending
contest since the Japanese ¢rossed the
Yalu and landed in the Liao-tung penin-
sula concur in thinking that Russia
would have increased her chances of
ultimate succees if she could have
brought herself to evacuate Port Ar-
thur and order all her troops to fall back
in successive stages on Harbin, the pivot
of her interior line.

That, from a tactical viewpoint, Port
Arthur should be very difficult to take
by assault is unquestioned. The fortifi-
cations, which surmount every hill on
the land side; are semi-enclosed works
of great strength, Very few of the forts
which existed when the place was cap-
tured by the Japanese on Nov. 21, i8%4,
have been deemed worth preserving by
the Russian military authorities. Since
they took possession the extenslon of
the perimeter of the defences, as well as
the strengthening of the fortifications,
has gone on continuously. Assailants
from the land side will find the hills which
enclose the harbor crowned by a chain
of fortresses linked together by earth-
works. To the east of the entrance is
Hwang-chin Hill, some 265 feet above
sea level, on tho summit of which is a
battery of four 63!i-ton guns. A little
below the crest, but on the same face,
are two batteries of quick-firing guns.
The Hwang-chin fortifications extend
for a distance of some twenty-five miles
along the coast, in a northern direction,
until the line is joined by a circle of bat-
teries along the hill tops surrounding the
town, to the second long line of defences,
starting south around the peninsula
from the Man-tow Hill. At the opposite
side of the entrance is the Wei-yuan
Fort, which, again, is united with a series
of intrenched positions composing the
Man-tse-ying Fort. The guns here in-
clude 5.9-inch pieces, and 7-inch, 10-inch
and 1l-inch breechloaders, mounted
cither en barbetle on disappearing car-
riages or on overbank fire carriages.
The general scheme of the land defences
extends to Dalny, about two hours by
rail from Port Arthur. It is well known
that the Russians made no effort to de-
fend Dalny, which is now in the hands of
the Japanese.

From what is known of the prepara-
tions made to defend Port Arthur, most
experts deem it incredible that the for-
tress can be reduced by bombardment
alone on the part of a hostile fleet, though,
unquestionably, serious damage might
be done, and probably has been done,
in this way. The interior parts of
the harbor and the town would proba-

"bly be ruined by high angle fire from

attacking warships. Whether the de-
fences on the land side could be carried
by assault is also regarded as very
doubtful. On the other hand, it is gen-
erally believed that the place can be
taken by investment. At one time it
was reported that the stores and the
strength of the garrison would suffice
to sustain a protracted siege. Later in-
formation indicates that neither the size
of the garrison nor the reserves of sup-
plies would be adequate.

It follows that, from a military view-
point, Russia might have done well to
evacuate Port Arthur while, as yet, op-
portunity served. But perhaps she
would have suffered at home and abroad
from the resultant loss of prestige.

The Proof That He Did Charge Up
the Hill.

A reader of THE SUN in Pittsburg is
not satisfied with the reply we made the
other day to the gentleman who wanted
proof that Colonel ROOSEVELT did in
fact charge up San Juan Hill at the head
of his Rough Riders. The Pittsburg
sceptic objects to the admission of the
-Hon, JAcoB RIIS'S testimony. He says
that Mr. Rus was not there, that he
speaks from hearsay, and that as a warm
admirer and personal friend of Mr.
RoOSEVELT he is very much biassed.
Pittsburg calls for the testimony of some
one who was there.

We are happy. to accommodate the
doubter with testimony, by the best
possible witness, to the fact of Colonel
ROOSEVELT'S presence and' activity in
the battle. The subjoined passages are
from Mr. ROOSERVELT'S own history of
the regiment which he organized and led:

“ 1 sent nger afler ger to try to find
Gernieral SUMNER or General Woon and get per-
mission to advance, and was just about making up
my mind that In the absence of orders I had better
‘march toward the guns,’ when Licus“Col. DoRsT
came riding up through the storm of bullets with
the welcome command to ‘move forward and sup-
port the regulars in the assault on the hills In
front." "

“ The Instant I received the order I sprang on m‘
horse and then my ‘crowded hour' began.”

“ 1 started In the rear of the regiment, the posi-
tion In which the Colonel should theoretically stay.
¢ ¢ * Aslrode downthe line, calling to the troop-
ers to go forward, and rasping brief directions to
the captalns and lleutenants, I came upon a man
Iying behind a little bush, and | ordered him to
jump up. * * * He looked at me Yor a moment
with hesitation, and I agaln hade him rise, jeering
at him and saying, ‘Are you afrald to stand up
when 1 am on horseback? ' As I spoke, he sud-
denly fell forward on his face, a bullet having
struck him and gone through him lengthwise, 1
suppose the bullet had been almed at me; at any
rate, 1, who was on horseback In the open, was \n -
hurt, and the man lying flat In the cover hesitle me
was killed.™

“The two rearmost lines of the regiment began
to crowd togetiier; so | rode through them heth,
the bater to move on the one in front. This hap-
praed with every llpe In succession uatil I fouhd
| myself at the head of the regiment.”

“ By the time | had come to the head of the regl-
ment we ran Into the left wing of the Ninth Régu-
{ lars, and some of tha First Regulare, wio were
Iying down: that is, the troopers were lying down
while the officers were walking to and fro. * * *
| spoke to the Captaln In command of the rear
platoons, saying that | had been nrdered to sup.
port the regulars In the attack upon the hills, and
that in my judgment we could not take these hills
by nring on them, and that we must rush them.
* ¢ * ] asked where the Colonel was, and, as he
was not in sight, sald, ' Then 1 am the ranking om-
ecer here, and 1 give the order to charge " ™

Naturally, the Captaln hesitated to obey this
| order when no wordhad Leen reccived from his own
| sald, Thea let my men tarough,
| #ir," and rode on through the lnes, followed by the
l grioning Nough Kiders, whose attention had beem
! conmmietsly akgp off the Spanish bullets partly

-

|

Colonel. S» 1

by niy dialogte with the Regulars, and partly by
the language I had been using to themselves, for
1 had been joking with some and swearing at others,
as the exigencles of the case scemed to demand.”

“ When 1 got to where the hqad of the left wing
of the Ninth was lying, I was cnabled to get back
into the lane, at the same time waving my hat and
giving the order to charge the hill on our right
front.” i

“ By this time we were all in the spirit of the thing,
the meén cheering and ruaning forward between
shots, while the delighted faces of the foremoat
officers, as they ran at the head of thelr troops, will
always stay In my mind.”

“ Wheeling around, 1 then agaln galloped toward
the hill, passing the shouting, cheering, firing men,
and went up the lané, splashing through a’smail
stream: when I got abreast of the ranch bulldings
on the top of Kettle Hill, Iturned and went up the
slope. Belng on horseback, 1 was, of course, able
o0 get ahead of the men on foot.”

* Some forty yards from the top I ran into a wire
fence and jumped off Little Texas, turning him
Joose. He had been scraped by a couple of bullets,
one of which nicked my elbow.”

* No sooner were we on the crest than the Span-
lards from the line of hills.on our front, where they
were strongly Intrenched, opened a very heavy
firc on us.”

* The Infantry got nearer and nearer the crest of
the hill. At last we could see the Spaniards running
from thelr rifle pits as the Americans came on in
thelr final rush,  Then t stopped my men for fear
they should injure thelr comrades, and called to
them to charge the next line of trenches on the
hills to our front *

* Thinking that the men would all come, 1 jumped
over the wire fence In front of us and started at the
double; but, as a matter of fact, the troopers were
s0 exclted, what with shooting and belng shot, and
shouting and cheering, that they did not hear, or
dld not heed me: and after running about a hundred
yards I found I had only five men along with me.
Bullets were ripping the grass all around us.”

“1 ran back, jumped over the wire fence and
went over the crest of the hill, flled with anger
agalnst the troops, and especlally those of my own
regiment, for not having accompanied me. * * *
While I taunted them bitterly for not having fol-
lowed me, It was all T could do not to smile at the
look of Inquiry and surprise that came over their
faces, while they oried out, ‘' We didn't hear you;
we didn't see you go, Colonel; lead us now, we'll
sure follow you.' "

* When I leaped over the fence agalin, the men of
the various regiments which were already on the
hill came with & rush, and we started across the
wide valley which lay between us and the Spanish
Intrenchments. Long before we got near them,
the Spaniards ran, save a few here and there, who
either surrendered or were shot down. When we
reached the trenehes we found them filled with
dead bodles In the light blue and white uniform of
the Spanish regular army.”

* I also shot one. I was with HENRY BARDSEAR,
running up at the double, and two Spaniards leaped
from the trenches and fired at us, not ten yards
away. As they turned to runlI closed in and fired
twice, missing the first and killing the second.”

“ We were still under a heavy fire and I got to-
gether & mixed lot of men and pushed on from the
trenches and ranch house we had just taken, driv-
ing the Spaniards through a line of palm trees, and
over the crtst of a chain of hills. When we reached
these crests we found ourselves overiooking San-
tlago.”

All this and much more concerning
the gallant exploit will be found in *The
Rough Riders,” written by THEODORE
RoosEvELT and published by CHARLES
SCRIBNER'S Sons. The story of the bat-
tle and the charge, and of his personal
experiences on the hill slope,is told by
Col. ROOSEVELT in vivid English, ex-
aotly as he remembered the occurrences,
and without any false reserve, or affec-
tation of modesty. The extracts we
have given constitute a moving picture
of the event. They are the most con-
clusive answer possible to such expres-
sions of doubt as to Mr. ROOSEVELT'S
actual presence and performances in the
battle as our correspondents in New
York and Pittsburg have recently sub-
mitted for our consideration.

ROOSEVELT at San Juan, almost dying
with eagerness to get at the foe, leading
his men first on horseback and after-
ward afoot, cheering, waving his hat,
alternately yelling encouragement and
cursing the laggards, nicked in the elbow
by a Mauser slug, shooting and killing
with his revolver, grinning with exulta-
tion in the intense joy of the fray, is as
much a part of American history as any
perfectly attested incident in any of its
chapters.

Is it not incomprehensible that po-
litical prejudice, or failure to approve
of Mr. ROOSEVELT'S performances in
other fields of activity than that which
we have illustrated above, should dis-
pose any candid person to question the
credit that justly belongs to him for
his soldierly deeds?

A Briton on the Cotton Situation.

In the April number of the Revue
Economique Internationale, Mr. C, W,
MAcarA of Manchester, the president
of the Federation of Master Cotton Spin-
nere’ Associations, presents a plea for
an international congress of cotton
manufacturers, The proposal has for
its special object some universal under-
standing and agreement among the
proprietors of cotton mills by which
“gambling” in raw cotton may be made
impossible. A second object is a uni-
formity of action by which the cotton
manufacturing industry may be regu-
lated to the advantage of all interested
in it. Neither of the propositions seems
to be quite practical or even feasible.

The present supply of raw cotton is
not sufficient to keep constantly em-
ployed the more than 100,000,000
spindles of the cotton mills of all
countries. Therefore, says Mr. MACARA,
let all of the proprietors of those mills,
English, American, French, German,
Belgian, Italian and all others, agree
upon a reduction and limitation of the
weekly number of working hours. This,
he argues, would effect an adjustment
of supply to demand in raw material.
As no mill would then require as much
cotton as it now uses, demand would
lessen and prices fall in consequence of
lessened competition for the supply.

Mr. MacarA stands a chance of en-
countering those who will charge him
‘ with attempting to solve an economic

problem from the wrong end. He may
|'be pold that instead of curtailing the

hotirs of labor and reducing the wages
and the purchasing power of the millions
of peonle who are now directly and in-

diréotly - dependent upon Busy looms
and whirling spindles, it vmjd be a
better plan to devise some scheme for
increasing the supply of raw material
with which to meet the demand, and
keep every possible loom and spindle in
the world busy six days in the week. Mr.
MacaRA does not overlook this point,
and submits his reduced time proposi-
tion, to some éxtent, as a témporary
expedient to meet an existing situation.

After giving an éstimate that British
cotton interests alone have suffered,
during the past year, to the extent of
$30,000,000 through the operations of
ocotton speculators whose manipulation
of the market advanced values far be-
yond their proper commercial point, Mr.
MACARA suggests no remedy except inter-
national legislation,

Briefly, the proposition appears to be
for a universal “combine” of cotton man-
ufacturers. As a theory, this doubtless
has much to commend it. Reduced to a
concrete fact, it is probahble that so big
a team would prove unmanageable.

A Virginia Jurist.

The Hon. TazeweLnL TAyYLor, Police
Justice of Noriolk, Va., has discharged
the di ties of his place, and they are im-
portant duties, with conspicnous fair-
ness, impartiality and ability. He is a
good man with a good record, If he
took any part in the factional fight in
the Democratic party we never heard
of it.

Judge TAYLOR is now understood to
be a receptive candidate for the Demo-
cratic nomination for Mayor of Norfolk,
but his friends are justified in feeling
that he has the talent, the qualifications,
the record of loyalty to his party, and,
above all, the judicial temper and the
availability which fit him to hold the
highest office which the American people
have it in their power to bestow.

Should the Virginia Democrats in-
struct their delegates to the 8t. Louls
convention to vote for Judge TAYLOR'S
nomination, he would be his own platform
and all Democrats could unite upon those
salient principles and policies which he
has expressed in these clear words:

“ Every man has the right to vote as his consclence
dictates.”

“ A newspaper has the same right as a man to
take a stand in political-matters.”

It is known that should Judge TAYLOR
be nominated and elected he would “up-
hold the principles of good government.”
Is not that enough? Have Democrats
thg right to ask anything more of him?

Penslon Commissioner WaARE, the freak poct,
who has been doing yellow things in the Govern-
ment ofMce he holds. —Atlanta Constitution.

The description is tolerably accurate,
except that Mr WARE is not a freak poet,
but a man of sense and wit, and that he has
not been doing yellow things in the Govern-
ment office he holds, but has been adminis-
tering that office in a manner that com-
mands respect. .

At Chicago's fair, eleven years ago, cer-
tain days were set apart for particular
observance, one day for each of the im-
portant States, one day for the city of
Chicago, when the attendance was 716,000,
or is said to have been that many, and one
day for each of the cosmopolitan divisions
of Chicago's population, as follows: June
15, German day; July 20, Swedish day;
Aug. 12, Bohemian day; Aug. 19, British
day; Sept. 30, Irish day; Oct. 5, Polish day;
and Oct. 12, Italian day.

St. Louis does not want to be outdone by
Chicago In the designation of “days,” and
some of those formally selected for June
would seem better caloulated to turn the
whole Louisiana Purchase Exposition into
ridicule than to promote its success. Thus,
June 1 is American humorists' day; June 3,
Mark Twain day; June 4, Pike day; Juné 6,
Chiefs of Police day; June 11, East 8t. Louis
High B8chool day; June 15, Eclectic day;
and June 17, Hay Association day.

This is not the limit of the list, for on July
18 there will be a Coal Man's day (Ice Man's
day in St. Louis will be later); on the 27th,
Amateur Photographers' day —an ominous
function; and on the 28th, Master Butchers'
day.

For August, the 16th has been designated
for newsboys, the 17th for music dealers
and the 18th for stenogtaphers. The laun-
drymen (Mongolian and Caucasian) have
Sept. 15 set aside as their “day,” for the
special edification of their patrons holding
wash lists. The 17th will be the day for the
rural letter carriers, and the 21st for the
brewmasters, while the 27th is “Apple day"
—or perhaps it may be Applejack day.

On Oct. 4 there will be “Advertising
Agents' day.” They have the last word.

‘The Nuisance of Traln Gates.

To TRE EDITOR OF THE SUN~—sSir: 18 1t not time |
that people who are obliged to travel should make
a protest and an ¢ffective one, If possible, agalnst e
needless annoyance of the train gate? In several
of the largest rallway stations In this nelghborhood!
the starting of each train Is preceded by the gather-
Ing of o crowd at the gate, and when It Is opened
men, women and children are crowded and hustled
through one by one llke sheep, often belng sub-
Jected In addition to the Insolence of the gatemen.
The needlessness of all this |s demonstrated by
the great stavlons In Boston, where, at the time
a train s ready, a wide gate Is thrown open and the
people proceed In a comfortable and civilized way
to thelr places In the train.

The clalm that the traln gate as managed In this
nelghborhood Is necessary for the protection of
passengers Is a mere pretencE. The real occasion
for 1t 1s to enable the gateman to puach tickets as
acheck upon th¢ honesty of conductors an the train.
The public Is thereby subjected to this discomfort
In order that It may serve as assistant Inspector for
the rallroads. The rallroad may save a few dollars
which would othofwise have 1o be expended In ind -
ing honest conductors or In watchlng and check-
Ing the honesty of Its employees, but the burden of
1t falls upon the public In the discomfort which the
system Imposes. TRAVELLER.

NEW YORK, May I8.

Sainta of the Kitchen.

To TAR EpITOR OF THR SUN-—Sir: |1 observe
with some amusement the surprise aroused by the
fact that a sérvant in New Jersey has lived twenty -
five years In the same housebold. My grand-
mother, resident In Maryland, has & white woman
servant who has been forty-seven years In her
house this spring. She also has a négro man ser-
vant who has been with her Jonger than twenty-
five years.
we have a woman scrvant who has Just completed
her thirty-Arst year with us.

The so-called servant problem has still 1efi some
corners untouched. SOUTHERNER.

NEW YORE, May 19.

——————— e
Jingals From Jong.
From the Boston Transcrip!.
GYANGTSE, May 11.--The whole is lnvested
by Tibetans, who are firing fingals from Jong.
¥ { are those ™ als 1! Jong*!
Prey. That s ees Akt oo
t war whaokers—
“Fit for plemies” and luncheons bong tong.

Yes, ‘re i some 414 trom Jong.
n
Are hitting the bu‘nyo—dla. dong!

With what’ With those “fingals from Jong*™!
The latest wh

Says John ‘ol a seratch
Whbh—well, I sonads like a topical seng.

Yes, ti let go thelr j#.h from Jong.

In my own famlily, here In New York, |

And no h{gz &'é%'ﬂ:‘."’

THE VOTE OF THE VETERANS

To THE EpiTor or THE SuN—§fr: Per-
it me to call your attention to the fact that
at the recent meeting of the Soclety of the
Potomac, Grand Army of thé Republic, at
Hartford, Cotn., Morgan G. Bulkeley, who
presided, . warmly praised the action of
President Roosevelt in cutting down the
age line of technical physical incapacity,
thus putting thousands of old soldiérs on
the pension rolls of thé Government. In
this Mr. Bulkeley undoubtedly ex
the sentiments of the gréat majority of thé
eivil war veterans, and this ciroutiistatice 18
caloulated to be of distinct benefit to Mr.
Roosevelt's political aspiratiéns.

There is no denying that many Repub-
licans of the soldier elément in the country
were greatly irritated at the President.
This was particularly thé case ih Indiana
and Ohio, where not only was Mr. Roose-
velt's elevation of the physioian, Dr. Wood,
to a Major-Generaloy and to the direct
line for ultimate command of the United
States Army strongly resented, but where
there wa# also much feeling aroused by his
treatment of that brave soldier and ex-
perlenced officer Gen. Jacob Smith. In-
deed, 1 personally know Republican veter-
ans of the civil war in Indiana who openly
expressed their fixed resolution not to sup-
port Mr. Roosevelt because of these acts
of his and their determiination to vote the
Democratic ticket for the firat time in their
lives if he should bocome a candidate for
the Presidency.

Many thousands of the men who wore
the blue are off the sceme, but there is a
strong rear guard still left. In such possi-
bly doubtful States as Indiana this element
might very well be in eufficient force to
thic i'e State either one'way or the other.
The most ranguine Republican must admit
that the coming election is not one in which
any group of Voters can be safely offended.
In fact, at the time of Mr. Roosevelt's
pension order there were indications of a
revolt against his own nomination, which
it is well known caused him much uneasi-
ness and in which the soldier element
of the middle West was no inconsiderable
factor.

Then came his own personal act throwing
wide open the coffers of the Treasury to
thousands who heretofore had no legal
access thereto, and thus distributing mil-
lions in Government money right among
those whom previous acts of Mr. Roosevelt
had bitterly antagonized.

Now, we all know that the President is |
singularly lacking in the craft and guile
of the politician; and yet in his own blunt,
rough and ready way he reaches ends of
emphatic political value to himself. First
there was his action in the coal strike mat-
ter. Could any mere politician have made
a more brilliant bid for labér union support?
And when this promised to antagonize those
opposed to union dictation in the conduct
of their business, along came the President’s
peremptory refusal to discharge a man in
the Government employ on the ground that
he did not belong to a union. If there was
labor union irritation at¢ this, what is more
calculated to relieve it than the President’s
order of only a few days ago that members
of the Marine Band, while at liberty when
not on duty to play in other organizations,
muat not play in any place where a strike
of the Musicians' Union is on?

And o it has been right through, one
act calculated to offend some particular
group being followed quickly by another
of so strong a tendency to win back that
group that it could hardly have been better
planned if that purpose had been its actual
motive.

Admitting that the Preeident is lacking
in taot, that he is deficient in the arts of
thé demagogue, 1 will ask you, could the
most adroit politician, could even a dema-
gogue, have better accomplished ends of
personal political advantage to himself
by means more effective than those which
were evolved from Mr. Roosevelt's own
impulsive, ingenuous patriotism? The case
of the pensions and the Girand Army of the
Republic men is directly in point.

As to your objection that the President
asgsumed a dictatorial legislative authority
in this and in other acts of his which was
ultra-constitutional, 1 trust you will pardon
me if I characterige such criticism as some-
what pedantic, raising a question which
perhaps may be harmlessly discussed in an
academic way, but whioh is beside the
purpose in a moment of political exigency.

AN OLD SOLDIER,

NEW YORK, May 19.

——

AN AWFUL THOUGHT.

If—Arter AllY

From the Washinglon Post.

Apropos of all this clamor for a heart-1o-heart
talk with the Hon. A. B. Parker of New York, a
dreadful thought ocours to us. Six months ago no
one cared three straws for hisopinlons. Those who
enjoyed a olose acquaintance knew all about him,

| and -apparently they knew nothing but good. [t

seems beyond controversy that he Is a high-minded
gentieman, a courageous and ineorruptible magis-
irawe, a patriolic and honorable citizen. Outside
of this soniewhat contracted circle, however, Judge
Ferker ¢ld not touch the consclousness or titillate
the curlosity of any of the elghty milllon or more |
of the jopulation of the United Statés. But now |
countless thousands long for an oracle. They
kni'w that the Hon. A. B. Parker is promihent
amnng the aspirants for the Democratic nomina-
tion, and everybody wants to hear sbout him--
what he feels, what he thinks, what kind of a man
nk is, &c. And on the wave of this ecstatic lmpor-
tunity the dreadful thought Is borne to us and cast
upon a reverent and quivering beach.

Suppose, now that our interest has been lashed
to fury by this talk of nomination, and we toss In a
fever of anxiety —suppose, we say, that Judge
Parker should not be nominated after all! Suppose
the convention, after some aflectionate wrangling,
should pass him by and choose another man—and
stranger consummations have been reached. How,
{n such a case, can we ever know another moment's
pesce?! Judge Parker has been presented W our
entaptured gaze. Assurances regarding him, his
character, his views, his purposes and so on have
afiected the popular ithagination much as anchovy
&nd caviare spur the appetitec when one atéends a
really aristocratic banquet and girds bimself for
the struggle with the caterer. We have been In-
flamed by a thirst, or a hunger, for Judge Parker's
opinlons. There was a time when we could have
goné contentedly to our graves without a hint as
to his existence. To-day the prospect of perishing
in ignorance Invesis the tomb with Intolerable
horror and takes life Itself an anguish. There
have been some révélations, to be sure—a hint
here, an airy Indication there; but Is the raging
passton of & proud people 10 be assuaged by beg-
garly concessions &8 to seed oals, and fat horses,
and prollfic poultry? Are we expected to subdue
our now unhridied trapaports because someé one
Jeaks to the effect that Judge Parker's back halr Is
plentiful and that he ohjécts to fllos?

We refuse to linger with this painful subject.
Therc are occasions, as Mr. Harold Skimpole once
remarked, when sorrow seeks Its hole and Is hum-
bly grateful for the privilege of staying there.

Baseball Knocks Out a Mill,
From the Prowidcnce Journal.

Bascball has been assigned as the causé of (he death
of many grandmothers of ofce boys during the
heat of the scason devoted to the national game:
but In this elty, where they do strange things, a
common, ordinary, everyday baseball was the
cause of fuspeénding operations for hail a dsy a

" ihe Siater MHI In Pawtucket and throwing several

hundred em ployees into idieness.

The shutdowh was causéd by the breaking of a
belt which transmits power actoss the street and
into the strands of which a ball wad batted while
some of the opératlves were engageéd In practice
on Church street. To make repairs It was necessary
to suspend operations for half a day, but yesterday
morning ope were r d

Missed Opportunities.
The cow had Just Jumped ovér the moon.
“Heavens!” cried (he press agent, “why couida 't
she have jumped over my Star instead?”
Weskly falling back on old ideas, be was com-
peiled to lose the lady's Alamonds again.

PORTO ‘lunm FOR PANAMA?

Saggeited Relief for a Congested Populhs
tion and & Labor Supply for the Canal.

To TAE EDITOR OF THE BUN-Sir: A féw
days ago, apropos of the inte.igent prepara-
tiona that are being made for the greatest
piece of construction work ever undertakén
hy any natlon—the Panama Canal-coinci-
dent with the ocontinuous clamor for help
from their stagnation and misery by the
helpless Porto Ricang, 1 reached the con-
susion that It would nof be a bad idéa
for the lLsland's natives and their puzzied
Atheriean rulets to relieve the overpopu-
Intad little Caribbean renlm of her excess of
inhabltants and her palufu. stringency, ob-
talning frém her laboring clarses the 0,009
men that will be required for the constructive
work of the gigantic-cut.  Mr. Willlam Thorp's
interesting viéws in your Wednesday iesue,
and In regurd to thé future Panama Canal
Inbor problem helps me to crystillize my
first unhdetetmined connéntion in relution to
this importint matter,

1f it is ncceped by all--hoth Americans and
natives—-that for the present the United
SQtatng will be utiable to do anything for Porto
Rico in the chupe of industrial protection or
to ind new markets for the products of the
{3land, don't you bhelieve that the Washington
Administration should turn Its eyves toward
another solution of the intricate insular prob-
lem? What Tig SuN wisely said in one of
its late editorials—"The United S%ates ean-
not ufford to be the proprietor of a poverty-
stricken island, If there is no longer any
mo y in coffee, and If snear has reached it3
maximum production, the newly appeinted
Governor will do well to par inore attention
to the tndustry of the {slund than to educa-
t'on or politica"—should be applicable now
to the wonderful new opportunity offered by
the canal.

The actual population of the island Ia al-
most a round million, and #s to density it
occupies the third place in the world, coming
just after Belgium. It is estimated that
since the present economic crisis bagan its
terrible ravoges among the island bread-
winnera there are at least 100,000 of them
waiting for a mirnculous chance to earn their
livelihood. What Porto Rico needs. then, is
employment for her poor people, who are the
hope of avery community 1In the vapions
ramifications and branches of constrifction
of the Panama Cunal, the Perto Rican natives
should find, in preference to the other West
Indians and foreigners. remunerative em-
ployment that shall at the same time be con-
stant and lusting. In spite of the opiniona
to the contrary, the Porto Rican peasant has
demonstrated that with fair pay and proper
encouragement he makes an excellent work-
man, #s tropical conditions will permit In
the work of the Panamu Canal there should not
beexpected aday’s work such as [t is exacted in
Now York, because the lefhargy of the South
is there. There is little fire in the nerve when
there is little ozone in the atmosphere. The
Northern man makes a mistake ut the thiesh-
old of things if he expects a Northern day’s
work in the tropics. Such is the error of our
friend Mr. Thorp in his judgment of the Porto
Rican workman.

The {sland has an abundance of cheap labor
inured to climate and pernicious fevers, and
accustomed to tropical soils, that must be
taken into account for the construction of the
Panama Canal. Add to these material ad-
vantages the lasting grateful impression that
such generous conduct will make én the
mind of the alert Porto Rican toward his
real benefactor and the moral and political
conveniences of having as a dweller on the
canal zone and under the American flag a
hard-working, loyal and peaceful eitizen who,
undoubtedly, would turn a deaf ear to any
gerturblng or rebelLlous influence that might

e at work among the Colombians.

If it 8 estima that the canal will cost
$200,000,000 and that it will uire ten years
to complete it, then there wiil Le ample time
and abundance of money to divert the actual
migration of Porto Ricans to Yucatan and
neighboring countries, and to educate my
countrymen in the grucﬂcal school of work.

There is a notable precedent and an elo-
quent instance in the case, known to the
writer, of an enterprising Porto Rican, Mr.
Lorenzo Mercado, who, during the boom of t
canal work and at the time of the French
concern’'s operations, went to the Isthmus
along with 200 cotlmlonl as a first experi-
met wit T:’ woraﬁ‘:':u “"é’n&' E‘r" :?:u;ul":i

) - inid 1o healch 60
in ¢t
1

y an their native
with & useful experiencé and plenty
r purses,

After all, the resourceful 'ncle Sam deos
not need tf fear the threatened difficulties in
tihe way of getting laborers to dig the canal,
as he will have planty of material from which
to select them, within his rich posséssions, and
surely when the time comes — two years
heilce, according to the accepted plans-—-he
will be up to the cherished expectations of his
Porto Rican protégés,

NEw Yorw, May 18,

MORALS AND THE LAW.

A Conntry Lawyer's Views en Attempted
Enfereement in the Metropolis.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUN=8ir: In com-
mon with most people, I take an inter&t in
the affairs of the metropolis. When the
District Attorney and Police Commissioner
practically confess that they cannot suppress
the poolrooms without the cooperation of the
Western Union Telegraph Company, is it
not pretty near time that the people of New
York should take off their hats to ex-Maror
Van Wyck? 1ait not true that the main argu-
ment put forth for the defeat of Tamniany
was that it was in league with the poolrooms
and gambling fraternity generully, and they
could not do business except by connivance
of the city officials? Poolrooma continued
and were rajded under the Low administra-
tion; they continue under the new administra-
tion, and are raided with equal constaucy.
Now the District Attorney and Police Com-
missioner cry out that they are helpless he-
cause the telegraph company furnishes the
news.

Does not this show that the people of Néw
York have no real sympathy with his, the
District Attorney's, attempt to enforce um-
popular lnwt:i? lb:m\'e never feen Any state-

fromn him that personally he posed
&’%u‘bung the usopgr iut.oxicanl:. :rp other
pracsices which many (‘hriﬁmn people in-
velgh against. His excuse has alwayg been
that t are against the law. It would seem
thut he Is unwilling to be considered opposed
to t practices under all drcums&nm,
1f they were only legal, he would have nothing
to say. ,f A tnan can kﬁ"{mb.uy a drink on
Sunday he is uus%:ui. e attempted to
seoure a law permit
shylock, he insists

owever absurd or u

uses to take th
there are many crimi
be en‘(oyroedM“ nly

veral an
ipprpatie B ponl et Brrdent
4 clin
At Riom e £

D. ConLAZO.

Lt n they were before? Is
: he or any sane person believéa
that people will have respect fos A law which
sAYR: ou can drink and gamble only when
"‘t‘ lTw D:a"“mt‘htl

nless thease ngs are pgmvol
and dangerous, to n prohibited nynd‘;r““:ﬂ
circumstances, it is im ble to cen
men that there is a erence in the
a ty of thelr acts, depm‘:lnc upon the
me, place and oceasion. Are not your
I ible District Attorney ....3 a
Police Commissioner sensible of lhl-’ Eo
they not realize that “ Are engaged
impoﬁble task? If they would fess t
tknir orta have been unwise a| ?nmm on,
t n:. tl:elr :etu?m at mrm be%m
or insincere, wou no enti

r respect than they are by their '.‘ﬁ

saved from the t:}emph company?
Would not a period of common sense in the
nforoement of law be a relief after so
urrah, tmmﬁg:lmud udm.‘ l!s Mo
order, respec personal an
'ﬂ: individuals, muet of course 1

fifned b

g ; but d u not thin

3‘0‘%& feel just & little raliet It smoral soDie
:mnnﬂmnm‘bym an

Attorney? Do you. no
these nmdeyl havin I’MIJ

wnoral improvement o e, It w
be as well that they sh pﬁ.‘l’gc t an
give other forces, better adapted for such
work, the g:rlg&‘ora%:%o? 5 de 16
e cou an grea t!

met ?ou- b“J have been rtn to e

aily fraud an humbv take orte
:e. T am earnestly of the opin ‘EQ t
the duty some agency that

[ has
dence of t{n public for sanit m
:me to e city tro!; ﬂm‘
Amorous nﬂ intem te enforoemen
the eriminal law whio bo:uunu!(
LN B Wy Bl W KR
ﬂ'y claim to advanced dvillnﬁoz.

CoUNTRYMAN,
Oxpipa, N. Y., May 18

Seburban Arithmetic.

Teacher -Now, Johnny, If your mothér eagegéd
two cooks on Monday, threé on Tueaday and four
on Wednesday, how many would she have?

Johnny —None.

1/
‘

WY MEN DO CHURCH.

varlous Exptanations Frem the Geod and
From the Erring.

To TH® FpITOR OF THE BUN—S(r! Your corre.
spondlent “Universal,” wlo suggests a Populur
Worshlp House as an Inducement to non-ohur .

o¢rs, will ind the service he desires wherever (he

k of Common Prayer Is used. 1f he will go 15
84 Patl's Ohapel during a week.day noon servirs
he will find & devout gathering af men and wome
who give part of thelr britf noon hour to praise and
wumglp. fiol beéduse thelr ears are tlekled by
flights of oratory or up-to-daté discussions, bur
bédause, as you sUggéat In your admiradble editorial
of the samé page, théy are térdsted in religion
and possesh & decp ang vital falth.

Youf éditorial touchés the whole gist of the
matter. We do not become churchgoers hecanss
our tntellect Iy convinced, but because the words
of praise and wotship touch some hiddén springs of
bélng, which we can only describe as the spiritual

hature. E.T.R.
NEw Yomr®, May 17.
To Te EpiTor or THER SUN—Sir: In regard tn

the very comforilng edilorlal In to.day's Sy,
“Why Men Don't (o to Chureh,” | would remark
that a good many poor 80uls have [3st falth In sl
respective pllots.  As navigalors they depeng awe
mueh on dead reckoning. ‘The following 18 «h
account of a ship's course an! distance, calculated
withotit the ald of celesiial obhservation:
DEAD RECKONING.
“Last night my Soul drove out to sea
Dawn thiough the Pagan aloom,
AS Chartless as Eternity,
And daangerous ay Hoom

“By blinding gusts of no God chased,
My erary craft plunged on:
1 erept aloft, In pragers, to (ind
The lghthiouse of the Dawn.

“No sliore, no star, no safl ahead,
No jookoul's saving song
Ieath, and the rest, athwarl my bows,
And ail my reckoning wiong'™
WALTER BEVERLEY CRAMNN,
New YORE, Mey 17,

To THE FDITOR OF THE SUN--Sir: 1 don't know
wliy other men don't go to church, but [ can tel)
you why® they don't go In this town:

There 18 np longer any hell ta frighten them inty
golng: br any heaven to reward them for golng.

Therefore, there 1s nothing left to thechurch but
1t5 soclal advantages and Its charities,

The female part of our famllies can atténd g
the soefal part, and we can mall checks from the
office for the charliles.

TIMMEANTUS MACKEVIR

WESTFIELD, N. J., May 17

To TAR EpiTon or THE SUN  S'ro At the time of
the “Great Awakening,” or religious revival of 1857
ettrnal physical punishment was held forth as the

allernative of non-accepiance of salvation as of
fered by religlon, and even the appearance o’ o
comet that year was represented as a slgn of warn
Ing of the wrath to come, Peaple were literally
frightened into professions of falth. At that time
men and women of adult years who ware not ehure
communicants were regarded as not entlrely re
spectable or moral.

Forty-seven years ago New York ceonizined a
population of about 700,000 only. It was poorh
policed: 1ts gambling dens and houses of vice were
conducted openly; Its protection against Nire was
fneficlent; |t made no attempts at safeguards
agalnst corrupt elections: Its excise laws were lay
tn operation: its tenement houses free from cod
ffied jurisdiction: there were inferlor schools, fou
parks, no Department of Health worthy of the
name, and other heneficlal features of government
which we now cnjoy without restriction of liberty
were absent. The hours of labor were long and
wages low, and, In proportion to the population
socldl distress was as great as now, but without the
many present means of rellef.

A stronger sense of duty now perincates the
minds of men toward thelr fellows less fortunate
This greater benevolence may be attributed to an
Increase of falth In the Christian religion; butif it
were possible to collate the statisties it would be
found that a great part of the contributers to
philanthropic entérprises arc non-churchgoers
not perfunctory church members, moral and well
disposed men, but not Christians In the full a-
ceptance of doctrinal belfef.

To summarize; With less of ahsolute religious
fdlth the men of New York to-day arc showing
themselves superior to those of 1887, and by their
works. 1In 1857 many were led through fear to
perfunctory acquiescence In Christian tenets. To-
day there is more courage, lnspired by the bellef
that by “taking proper carc 6f this world, the next
one will take of them and Hself.” r. T

NEw YOrk, May 18,

To TME EDITOR OFf THB SUN—Sir! Aboutyour
editorial of this morning, “Why Men Don't Go to
Church,” and your deduotlons: Do you not think
that the wider diffusion of knowledge and the
more universal spread of education have something
10 do with iv? F. H. JoxEs

NEW Yonk, May 17.

To THE EDITOR Oor THE SUN-Sir: “"Why don't
men go to Church?” The men do go to church.
1.ook In at the Marble Colleglate Church any Sun.
day In the year and see. Last Sunday. In the rain
the men outnumbered the women almost two ‘o
one. Men, ang womeun, too. will go to church 1o
Lear the old-fashloned Gospel preached from the
old -fashloned Bible.

AN OLD-FARHIONED CHRISTIAN.

New YORK, May 18.

To TRR EDITOR OF THE uNx—Sir: The chint
cause of the present lack o° Interest In church
service Nes almost wholly In the pulpit.

Thitk of the days when within the present limit.
of our Greater New York we had such a galaxy of
pulpit giants as Beecher, Chapin, Taylor, Stori,,
Ting and Cheever. Who doubts that these same
men, it alive to-day, could All these same churches
not only once, but twice each Sunday, as they did?

New York, May 19. Joux F. BAXTER.

The Advance of the Sea.

To TAE EDITOR oF THR SUN-Sir; With refer.
ence to your article on the advance of the sea at
Sandy Hook, allojy mé to say that there s a very
casy method not only of checking It, but of pushing
the land ahedd easterly or northward, as desired.
Al that s necessary to do is to adopt the method
employed at Asbury Park and elsewheére. This

consists in la; down jetties of plles and plank
on & lne vert to the coast, say from 300 to 500
fect apart.  All other means, such as bullding bu!

warks, have falled;: but by throwing up these jetties
lost land lias been recovered and the work of ex-
tending the land Into the sea Is steadlly golng on.
Nature herself is doing the work.

So well has this been done at Asbury Park that
in one Instance where some 300 foet was lost to the
soh the land has all been reclaimed. These fettirs
are buiit at about mean tide lével; but in a com
paratively short space of time they are covered
up by the sand and are lost to view. When th-
storihs Deat the sea agatnst the shore the water
deactibes a parabola, with the result that It strikes
one aide of ¢he jetty: It can go no further; the sand
fostantly sinks to the bottom, and makes beacl
while the water returmas with the subsidence.

‘This method has proved so effectual that it seem«
remarkable, to say the least, that the sea should he
permiited to carry on Ita destructive work when 't
can be 50 casily prevented by the application of th*
Jetty system—w! by the way Is not patented
and which will give you all the beach you desire.

TaRrrrowN, May 19, M. H. B

Jersay Bass and Forbearance.

To Tex EDITOR OF THE SON—Sir: Mr. Frothing-
ham's “Appeal to Sportamen,” In your lssue of to
day, 18 baséd on hroad and cbrrect lines; but (t's n~!
lkely 40 Do hotdéd. The winter has been long, a0
:wn “sportsarén” won't be able to résist the oppor

tnity.

On every hody of waler Where bass are to be had
. If thay wil!

or other fellows (0 do the same, the chances of ¢3
termination will be but slight.

The season In Néew Jersey opeéns to-morrow, th*
f0th. Wom't you kindly offér this suggestion Io to
morrow's paper! 1 am deeply lnterested !n th*
on one of the lakes !n
northern New Jersey, whiéh has beem badly d~

has restocked this wintér—and we do want '
Reep ks many of thém aa poastble. J.L.R
NEw YoRrx, May 0.

?
‘

Youngest Confodarate Soldier,
wntasille, Ala., Corfespondeace of fhe Nashe@*
American

John W. Mayhall of Marshall county makes the
that Be Is the youngest Confederate Veterar

Mt. Mayhall s about fitesn months younge'
Who claime this distinction
of 14 years ¢ months and ’
Company H, Capt. Galet
Afamtty, on March 17, 18!
of Manassas, '9*
of WHllamsburg
Manassas, Sou'r
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